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PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Brussels, January 14, 2009 

 
TV power consumption – 
 
Important clarification on behalf of the European electronics industry 
 
 
Recent press reports claimed that Plasma TV technology may be banned from the market 
soon for energy efficiency reasons. Such statements are factually incorrect. 
 
According to the pertinent EU directive1 a technology such as plasma cannot be banned from 
the market as long as the TV sets (using this technology) comply with the energy efficiency 
requirements. 
 
The EU and its member states are currently working on new regulations to ensure improved 
energy efficiency of TV sets across all technologies, including Plasma TVs, LCD TVs, CRT 
based TVs, etc. 
 
All manufacturers will be required to meet these new minimum efficiency standards in order 
to continue producing, importing and selling TV sets on the European market. This 
regulation is expected to be published during the second half of 2009. After a period of 
transition products are expected to be compliant by the second half of 2010. 
 
It is important to understand that all relevant Technologies i.e. Plasma, LCDs  and CRT TVs 
differ in the way they consume power. However, the industry has unified the criteria to 
make an equal measure across all technologies to allow a comparison to the consumer.   
 
Overall, both LCD and plasma technology have made significant advances over the past few 
years and both are achieving better and better power efficiency.  At the recent Consumer 
Electronics Show in Las Vegas, many manufacturers showed current and future technologies, 
demonstrating the industry’s continued commitment to improving energy efficiency even 
further independent of the type of technology. 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
Tony Graziano at +32 (0)2 609 5314, Tony.graziano@eicta.org  

                                            
1 EU Directive 2005/32/EC, §15.5:  “there shall be no significant negative impact on 
industry’s competitiveness” and “in principle, the setting of an ecodesign requirement shall 
not have the consequence of imposing proprietary technology on manufacturers.” 
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Notes to Editor: Eco-design requirements for energy-using products (EuP),  EU Directive 
2005/32/EC 

EU lawmakers reached an agreement in April 2005 on a proposal aimed at increasing energy 
savings from all consumer appliances running on electricity. With this proposal, the EU 
Commission sought to make the design of products such as TV,  hairdryers, computers, 
fridges, or office equipment more environmentally-friendly and reduce emissions of 
greenhouse gases blamed for global warming. 

 
About EICTA: 
 
EICTA, founded in 1999 is the voice of the European digital technology industry, which 
includes large and small companies in the Information and Communications Technology and 
Consumer Electronics Industry sectors. It is composed of 61 major multinational companies 
and 39 national associations from 28 European countries. In all, EICTA represents more than 
10,000 companies all over Europe with more than 2 million employees and over EUR 1,000 
billion in revenues. 
 
The membership of EICTA: 

 
Company Members: 
Adobe, Agilent, Alcatel-Lucent, AMD, Apple, Bang & Olufsen, Bose, Brother, Canon, Cisco, 
Corning, Dell, EADS, Elcoteq, Epson, Ericsson, Fujitsu, Hitachi, HP, IBM, Infineon, Ingram 
Micro, Intel, JVC, Kenwood, Kodak, Konica Minolta, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, 
Micronas, Microsoft, Motorola, NEC, Nokia, Nokia Siemens Networks, Nortel, NXP, Océ, 
Oki, Oracle, Panasonic, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Research In Motion, Samsung, Sanyo, 
SAP, Sharp, Siemens, Sony, Sony Ericsson, STMicroelectronics, Sun Microsystems, Texas 
Instruments, Thales, Thomson, Toshiba, UMC, Xerox. 
 
National Trade Associations: 
Austria: FEEI; Belarus: INFOPARK; Belgium: AGORIA; Bulgaria: BAIT; Cyprus: CITEA; Czech 
Republic: ASE, SPIS; Denmark: DI ITEK, IT-Branchen; Estonia: ITL; Finland: FFTI; France: 
ALLIANCE TICS, SIMAVELEC; Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI; Greece: SEPE; Hungary: IVSZ; Ireland: 
ICT Ireland; Italy: ANIE, AITech-ASSINFORM; Netherlands: ICT~Office, FIAR; Norway: ABELIA, 
IKT Norge; Poland: KIGEiT, PIIT; Portugal: AGEFE; Romania: APDETIC; Slovakia: ITAS; 
Slovenia: GZS; Spain: AETIC, ASIMELEC; Sweden: IT&Telekomföretagen; Switzerland: 
SWICO; Turkey: ECID, TESID, TÜBISAD; Ukraine: IT Ukraine; United Kingdom: INTELLECT. 
 

 

 

 

 


